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Greetings from Berlin! After 10 months of operating from our new office 
, I thought the time had come to start reporting on what was and is taking place at AJC

Berlin and its Ramer Center. We intend to publish this little newsletter on "an occasional basis" -
often enough so that you will have some idea of what we are doing and how we are
representing you in Germany.

We are not only busy "doing" but we are equally involved in trying to understand the
many developments (and their meanings) taking place in this country. Germany is undergoing a
most dramatic set of changes. The 16-year-long reign of Chancellor Helmut Kohl and his
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) government has come to an end and the Social Democratic
Party (SPD) and their coalition partner, the Green Party, have taken over. While the new
coalition tries to find its way (it is having its troubles, as one might expect), the government is
beginning the process of moving itself from Bonn to Berlin. The first major element, the Office of
the President, actually upped and moved on November 23rd. Our contacts there, including
President Herzog (with whom AJC President Bruce Ramer had a private meeting in
September), are now in Berlin full-time. The Berlin Republic, as some are calling it, has been
launched!

It is a little hard, as yet, to know what changes the new government coalition under
Chancellor Gerhard Schroder will bring about - particularly on the issues of interest to us. It's
just too early to tell. However, on the positive side the new coalition has already announced
plans for a new and more liberalized citizenship law so that, finally, some immigrants and their
children (mostly Turkish) will be able more easily to become citizens. Israel policy, they insist, is
unchanged. And there is greater sympathy to address the slave labor issue than before.

Perhaps the most difficult problem we will face deals with the younger generation of
Germans (including government leaders) and how they relate to their past, especially the
Holocaust. A very heated and nasty debate has broken out over German "guilt" and how
Germany, especially young people, should deal with the Nazi past. There is no question that
Germans born after WW II just do not harbor the same outlook as their parents and
grandparents. There is a growing "Enough already!" feeling developing, not only among youth
but also among some leading intellectuals. It has led to angry accusations and begun to polarize
the country, with growing sympathy for the "let's-put it-behind-us" position.

The public discourse is highly emotional, with charges of the use of the Holocaust as a
tool on one side and "latent anti-Semitism" on the other. It is a very complex matter with
psychological as well as political and economic overtones. Most important from our perspective
is what does it mean for the Jews? It will be some time before we fully understand all the
ramifications.
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We may begin to get a better grip on it after the visit to Germany this week of Bruce
Ramer, David Harris and Jason Isaacson. We will be meeting with Minister of Defense Rudolf
Scharping, delegations of leading Bundestag members from the SPD, CDU, and Green parties,
and both the American and Israeli Ambassadors. In addition Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer
will host us at a private dinner. This will be the first by a major Jewish organization to Bonn
since the advent of the new government.

Our first big outreach activity of 1998-99 was the launching of a three-part, three city
(Berlin, Bonn and Trier) lecture series on "The American Jewish Community". Through the
generosity of Bern & Jane Wallerstein (N.J.) and Arnie & Toby Sidman (Atlanta), we have
undertaken this program to try to explain what American Jewry is all about. Steve Bayme did the
kick-off lecture, Jim Rudin will be here later this month, and David Harris winds it all up in
January. Steve gave a wonderful introductory lecture telling, as only he can, in about a half
hour, how the American Jewish community lives, is organized, what it thinks, etc. No easy task!
Jim will talk about how Jews live in a multi-religious, multi-ethnic society, and David will talk
about American Jewry and international relations.

It is very interesting, but certainly not a total surprise, how little most Germans, even
those who are highly educated, know about American Jews. At a meeting of German business
people in Stuttgart earlier this week, I asked the group: "How many Jews do you think live in the
U.S.?" The first answer was "20 million." Someone in the back yelled out, "More, much more!"
(Correct answer according to the American Jewish Year Book- 6 million). Were it only so!

The concepts of financial giving and volunteer involvement are hard for most Germans
to understand. (I wonder what they would think of card calling.) Everything here seems deeply
political. The parties are enormously important and both they and the government are the
entities that citizens look to for redress in the first instance rather than the last. The non-profit,
voluntary sector as we know it hardly exists. A society with no lay people, no fund raising and no
area directors! They're missing something!

Wendy and I are busy "outreaching" to various groups. The Wirtschaftsrat der CDU in
Stuttgart (a business group) and the Bavarian American Academy in Munich have been my last
two stops. Wendy recently spoke for the Bremen Friends of Israel, a mixed Jewish and non-
Jewish group in that city. We have many visitors, and people are beginning to use the Dr. Hans
Adler Library (a gift from Dottie Bennett of Washington).

We were very happy to receive a group of AJC leaders from Atlanta. We mapped out a
series of meetings for them in Bonn and Berlin. All reports tell us that they had a very interesting
time.

That's about it from here. We'll be back to you after January 1st. Wendy Kloke, Gabriella
Sarges, and I all wish you a wonderful and bright Chanukah.




